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30 days is a short time. You can look back a little, process what happened, but not too much.
One can remember different kinds of memories of Aba.

30 days is also a long time. | already have new memories from my life after Aba is no longer
with us.

Ronnie and Tamar started school in Canada. Aba would have had tons of questions about that.
Ima wants to come visit us but doesn't know when.

| made red raspberry jam and it came out wonderful. Sour and sweet, but not too much, and
with lots of fruit flavor. | wanted to share it with Aba, and | actually pulled out my phone to call
him, and then | remembered.

This happens again and again, and | don't learn, don't remember that | no longer have anyone
to call. In a few more months this too will stop, and I'll think about him less. This saddens me.

Aba loved to ask lots of questions, to get into details. If I told him we came back from a trip, he
wanted to know where we were. What exactly was there. Who did we travel with, and how do
we know them?

How did we find the place, and was the weather nice.

He would look up the place on the internet, check on a map, and come back with more
questions.

What did we eat? And how long did the drive take? How many times did we stop along the way,
and where did we sleep? And how much did the gas cost? Was the receptionist at the motel
nice? And what year was the motel built?

A few years ago Doreen was very amused by the string of questions, and decided to give Aba a
taste of his own medicine. She started asking him question after question, without stopping,
getting into the tiniest details. Aba tried to keep up and answer all the questions, and didn't
manage to catch on to the amusing situation, until he saw Doreen and me bursting with
laughter. He laughed too.

A few days after the funeral | shared with Tom that I'm afraid I'll forget his voice.
We have very few photos of Aba, and even fewer video clips. Tom searched and found a two



seconds video of Aba from about 10 years ago. You see Aba hugging Zevick, Tom's dog, who
is right in his hands, while Aba calls him "Idiot! Idiot!" and smiles. Two seconds of video worth
their weight in gold.

| ask myself what | learned from him. What he passed on to me, intentionally or unintentionally,
that became part of me. The thing that stands out most to me is curiosity. An endless thirst for
knowledge about every field of life. From science, which was his background and professional
knowledge, and what he dealt with his whole life, to Judaism, which despite being an atheist, he
was very interested in.

When | was in elementary school, | asked Aba if he believed in God. He said he doesn't know.
In retrospect | understand he wanted me to form an opinion on my own, without causing me to
lean to one side or the other. He wasn't afraid that we would be different from him.

But it wasn't just knowledge he was interested in, but also experiences. On one hand to travel
and discover Israel and the world, and on the other hand to discover things about himself.
When | was a teenager he told me about his experiences with smoking cannabis, something
that seemed fascinating and strange to me. But the really surprising part was that he also
insisted on telling about it in real time to Savta Gitti, who almost fainted and was sure her child
had become a drug addict.

| think | followed his path in many of these things. Except for telling Ima what she doesn't want
to hear. | gave up on that.

| hope to pass on these qualities to my daughters too. They only knew him as young girls, and
won't get to know him as adults, but this way something of Aba will live on through them.



