|Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne.

BABBI SOLOMON LATZ

The name of this faultless and good man is closely connected to

the history of the City of Posen, with the glory of Israel, greatest
of the Rabbis, the genlal and righteous man, Rabbi Akiba Eger.

Rabbi Solomon, son of Benjamin Latz, was the type of Jew which is

a blessing in Itself, with his pious and quiet life, and who does
good work with quietude snd humil:ty. Truly, the Jewish world at

that time was not lacking in exalted types such ss these.

The generation of one nundred and fifty years ago was rich in types
of Jews who distingulshed themselves with qualities good and fruit-
fulin mény activities of life. Integrity and straightforwardness
were the holy rules in the life of the Jewish people, Rabbil Solomon
Latz was the simple and good Jew in the most profound and beautiful
sense. If he was successful that his name shall endure for genera-
tions 1n the Posen Region, it was through 2 great act of his, and
that act is connected with the personality and activities of Rabbi

4. Eger.

The date, year, and plaée-of birth of Kabbi Solomon we do not know.
Th;; had not yet started to have civil birth records, to list also,
those born among Jews in the district of "Great Poland" (such is the
name of the Posen District). When a Jewlsh child was born it was
listed in the book of the "godfather" or 'Mohel" and- those, as was
customary armong Jews, were not particular if such a book vere lost.
The neirs of the godfather or ¥ohel, in particular, were careless in
preserving such books for the future. The troubles which a community

had to go through, and whieh destroyed more than once thst which was

huilt with great efforu, were élso factors that such books passed from

hand to hand until lost.
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In the period wheh Rabbl Solomon was born, famlly names had not yet
been introduced among all Jewigsh families, with a few exceptions,

Thié is also @ reason for a lack of a birth certificate of R. Solomon,
son of Benjamin Latz. Concerning the place of his birth, we rely on
what people say. Ve know from tradition that R, Solowon was born in
Posen. In the document which the community presented to his helrs on

the 3rd of February, 1829, and attested by the municipal seal (found

)
i
i
!
!
1
]
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in Government archives in Posen under no. CXVIII57) is written that
his son Samuel Latz is 51 years old. His eldest son, then, was born

in 1778. Assuming that, as was the custom, he married at 18, he was

fu born about 1760. This much is known that he was an old man when he
: B

died in 1828. Neither is there a birth certificate of his wife, Blume,
§ but the above document says that her father's family name was David,

and that she preceded him in death by eighteen years. Seemingly, she

was not older than fifty at the time of her death,.

R. Solomon married & second time. According to a German document in
the Government archives (Letter B) she was of the Shapiro family. No

children were born.

T AT T e T B A R

7

R. Solomon's avocatioﬁ wags that of supplying leather materials for

soddlers. It is said that he, himself, knew the trade of saddlery,

and was engaged in it in his youth. But there is no support for that.

In the German documents on his personality (same archives) he 1s reg-

istered 2s a merchant, and in some places, with an honorary name (hon-

orable merchant), and really, he was that! All the abundant material
in the archives relating to his last years,.pictures him as honest and
truthful in all of his transactions. His business relations with non-
Jews were a model. All respected and honored him. Fortune smiled at

him; his weslth grew by leaps and bounds from year to year.
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Opportunity a%ﬁg’favored him to succeed in business; the armies of
Napoleon Bonaparte, which traversed this area, éaused a great de-
mand for gaddles which were needed for war purposes,

7
Whether R, Solomon was also a_scholar’ i3 not known to us., In his
time the learning of the Torah was very popular in Posen and sur-
rounding territory. Every Jew devoted time to learning, and saw
all his world in it. That an ordinary Jew should be an excellent
scholar was a natural occurrence, and a matter of course on the Jewish
Street, especlally in the city from which flowed the learning of Rabbi
Eger. That did not excite any wonderment. It was not paraded because
such was the mode of life in the camp of Israel. A man like Rabbi
Solomon who was, according to the insceription on his tombstone, one
of the early comers to the synagogue, and late leavers, was certainly
imbued with the voice of learning from the hundreds of scholars who
were engaged in learning day and night in the City of Posen. It could
not be otherwise that K. Solomon devoted time for learning on coming
to the synagogue with other heads of families, to whom R. Eger deliv-
ered his lectures évery day. The fact, also, that he was a_iggggggf

ln the coumunity and his called MOREINU (on his tombstone) a title that

[——EES

is %Pt so easily acquired, proves conclusively that he was coqnted
amoﬁg the class of scholars. There 1s no doubt that he was mére or
less an academic personality. He took the'égggz Rabbi Elazer Zilz

for a husband to his daughter Breinche. This Rabbi was of the great
mer: of Torah, and one of the close friends of Rabbi Eger. Even before
Lger's coming to Posen he corresponded with him about interpolation -
and decisions. Called him the greatest of the scholars of Posen.

(Bee decision I Eger nos. 71 & 72)
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Rabbl Elazer was of the elite of Talmudic fosen, lovable and pleasant ;ﬁ

ERE BTN

in manner and charm of speech. He who has such a son-in-law is cer-

tainly deserving of him.

It is characteristic that in-all the transactions of Rabbi Solomon
with non-Jews, he could not read or write German, even to sign his
name in that language. The notary who verified his testament:in the
home of R. Solomon when he was on his deathbed, adds at the end of the
testament that he attésts the slignature of the testator because he
could not sign in German. This does not mimdmize in the least the im-
portance of R. Solomon. On the other hand, it adds luster to his Jewish
individuality. He was so much permeated in it that he disregarded al- |
together the knowledge of the language of the land. Even gentlles saw
no blemish in that, because they had suffucient practical experience
of his truthfulness and honesty frow their contacts with him in business.
In his testament is recorded that he resided in his home on Dominikanner-
strasse #1£7. This Street is still so named today, and 1s next to Jewlsh
Street, and on 1t stands a beautiful synagogue whigh is no longer used,
The reason is because there are few Jews in Posén and few who attend
services,

-
In the Jewish communal record 1s menptlioned that R. Soloton was always
on the alert to do favors far and near, was supporting secretly all
needy and unfortunate. His profound sentimentality was awake by doing
favors to relatives, and friends of his and his wife's, He was the type
of a culet Jew, blessed with qualities which‘are a glory to an Israel-
itish man; gqualities whose possessor uses for the welfare of his com-
munity, to fulfil what is written in the Torah, "And thou shall do the

right and the good."
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Among those who rejoiced and who were exultant when Posen succeeded-
to receive Rabbi Eger in 1ts midst, wés R. Solomon Latz. The so-
called "Advanced" showed great oppositicn &éainst Eger before his
admirers succeeded in setting him up on the rabbinical seat in this
celebrated city. They wrote denunciations, and laid impedimegté
before the authorities. But all in vain. The majority of Jewlsh
Posen considered it a great delight to see R..Eger offictate as Chief
Rabbi of the Posen Reglon.

These tragic events (which, this is not the place to enumerate) left
in the heart of R. Solomon Latz, who was a witness thereof, a bitter-
ness toward all those men who dared oppose a personality like R. Eger.
Having been "parnos" he came to recognize them f;om close cdntact, as
some of them were in the cémmunal regime. He, as a plous and orthodox
Jew, noticed that they were not suffuciently loyal to Jewish tradition.
Their endeavor to introduce reforms in the community were noticed from
year to year, even during the life of R. Eger.

‘ 7
R. Solomon Latz was not of the fighters of the community. His natural

— e, .
humility deterred him from entering into a strife with the heads of
the gommunity deslring innovations. Accor&ing to public record he was
one of the close friends of R. Eger. The latter visited him once at
his house when he was 11l. R. Solomon saw in R. Eger the crown of Tal-
mudic and moral perfection at once. On reaching old age he decided to
leave a useful commemoration to the City of Posen. He decided to eg-
tablish two institutions which would be, in a religious and communal
sense, a blessing amidst the community. He was apprehensive of only

one thing: lest the public regime penetrate , in the course of tine,

into the management of the institutions, and inaugurate such reforms

that would grieve a plous Jew.
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R. Solomon gave deep conslderation to try to prevent the new chieftains
of the community, whose influence was growing, from the management of

his institutions.

On the first month of the year 1829 he made his will. This will is
fascinating with its inner religious expression. We see in 1t his true
character, his spiritual modesty. He relateé the noble motives which
prompted him to this decision, when his day drew toward eve. This will
is found in & speclal file in the Govermnment archives in Posen. It is

written in German with Hebrew letters. e signeﬁhin Hebrew. I render
W LEMV L

P e e e

1t here in full version and in a Hebrew translatiom: (8. B.)
VERSION of TESTAMENT-OF R. SOLOMON
son of Benjamin Latz, nis memory to a blessing.
I have already attalned old age. For this I praise God and hope for
his mercy and kindness that he will graciously let me live on earth.

But a man does not know when he will be forced to make an exit from

this world. Therefore, it is the duty of all who have wealth to express

their last wish in the arrangement of their property. Also, I am con-
vinced that my heirs will divide my property amongst themselves peace-
fully and with full accord. All my heirs are dear to me, equally.
Theféfore, I see no reason, af present, to arrange the manner of the
division. I leave this, however, s¢ill in my aqthorization. Truly,

1t should not be forgottenm that the good Lord does not bless with
property solely for the purpose that a man may look at it, and that 1t
should be left after him without performing some true charity. And for
this reason I am determined, after long consideration, and at a time
when I am in my best spiritual powers, to arrange as my wish the fol-

lowing, for the happiness of my soul:
Tn order to thank the merciful God for his kindness to me during all

my life, to pray for forgiveneas of 8ins, (for what man lives_gggwgggs
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not sin) in order to purchase happiness to my soul, and that there
might be left a charitable institute which would prove a glory for

my helrs after me, I have decided te appropriate two notes in my
possession, One, amounting to 3000 thaler, with accrued annual
interest on house on Market #69, and second, amounting to 3540 thaler,
with accrued interest on house #243 Breslauer Street that by these

funds shouf%/ ibhed a hospital for the poor and an institute
earning.

for Talmua

e e

agreeable to such institutions to the end that it pleases God and

“Not knowing what manner is more desirable and

favors my soul, I have relied on the person of Chief Rabbl from here
(Eger), fLrusting his great piety, his charities and his accurate
knowledge of the manner of suitebly establishing and arranging above
institutions, and which leads to the happlness of the soul. In this,
my will, it 1s my intent that he, after my death, receive into his
possession the two aﬁova mentioned notaes, prineipal and interest, and
to do with it as he pleases, according to my wish, and with no inter-

ference on the part of any one else.

G
He, the Master-Chief Rabbl Eger, agreed to this; and so with his agree-

——

ment I arrange here my last wish, not to be altered, that after my

death, Master Rabbi Eger should have the absolute right to collect the

amount of these two loans, 3000 reichsthaler on house #69 Market and
2540 reichsthaler on house #243 Breslauer Street,iaccording to the
documents which secure the loans, that he should take possession of
them in order to enable him to collect the principal and interest,

and to issue receipts azccordingly. He may transfer the two loans on
the mortgage record, or leave them with the borrower until liquldation,
if he finds that this is desirable, I give full authority to Master
Chief Rabbi Eger to use above smounts to establish and qé?gngé a hos-
nital for poor Jews, and %\ﬁouse of Talmud learning, without interven-
“““““T“ tion
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VIII

from others. To his own wish I leave the right to appropriate from
the total amount the amount needed for the founding of the hospital.
But he should at least appropriate for it two-thirds of the sum of
the amounts.. To him alome, his plety, his wide Talmudic erudition
and understanding, 1 give implicit trust, and am confident that he
will establish the two institutions, that he wkll extend them, will
arrange for maintenance and management, and whatever the Master Chief

Rabbi Eger will do or will not do, is my wish.

Lastly, I am convinced that Master-Chief Rabbtiwill attract, at his

" cholce, one or two of my helirs tolz; ke advices in connectlon with the

above amounts and arrangements. But I leave this to his pleasure.

He, the Master-Chief Rabbli, need furnish no bond to insure the ac-
complishments of the arrangement of the institutions. Explicitly, I
free himujghlhis. Also, I plainly assert here that the two said
amounts, together with the interest, which I appropriated for these

two charitable institutions, are 93%2§gt half of my property. The
balance of my property is far mg“; above this total amount. I have
accordingly signed with my own hand. To my last arrangement gf above,
I have decided, before signing, on a change, as follows: that the

sum for the two institutions, one for 3000 thaler with accrued interest
on ldgn on house on Market #89, should go all, and the second sum of
3540 thaler with interest on house #8243 Breslauer, and the mortgage for
security, should be given only in the amount of 3000 thaler, for the
benefit of the two institutions. The balance of the second total should
go to my heirs with what I leave to them of my property. Except this.

one change, the arrangement of thls, my last will, remains in its

validity.

Lastly, I decided also on the manner of dividing the balance of ﬁy

property, besides those devoted to the sbove inatitutions. My last
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A | wisi is: my childrem, namely, Samuel Lata, Bretinche Zilz, and
Gittelche Wittkowsky, all of age, and my grandchildren, the children
of my daughter, whose death occured during wy lifetime, Michle, wife
of Abraham Moses Cohn of Pilchne, whose nsmes are Moses and Abraham,
i Bt dihnantiiduhono
both minors. I appoint harewith guardiang for my grandchildren, the
merchants, Mr. Moses Bradig'and'gr. Saloﬁnhgﬁfram here. I am of the
absolute conviction that my sdult heirs will in no way injure, at
time of divisionm, the rights of my grandchildrea who are not of age.
Therefore, I arrange here explicitly, that after my death everything

should remain in its present position, namely, that my property, whether

R B N W e
Y

in cash or property, should not be divi&éd‘iwnediétely. On the other
hand, all my estate after me, whether in resl estete, actual cash, and
other kinds of property, should fall as 1egécy of my adult heirs; but
these my adult heirs should show to the guardians, without the guardians'
intervention, the value of the j\nheritence; and accordingly estimate

the amount due to my two grand#bii@#ﬂg, and which is one-fourth part

of the total amount. of the Iega¢yel They should specify that amount

to the Chief Rabbi. Whether it be in socurgd notes ar hypothecary
deposits, it should be deposited with the gusrdians until the grand-
childeen reach maturity.

Posen, January 2, 1829,

To this testament is attached a fider, also in Hebrew letters, and

which was written two days after the first. (Government archives,

Posen, Letter B)

i
4 By special confirmation of my testament of the ©nd of this month and
54@ year, written and deposited at a royal court, I hereby ordain in ad-

dition, with regard to my estate, the following:
To my present second wife,Malkah, whom I married in 1413 without
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civil marriage (marriage license) and who did mot bring in enything,
and which marriage with her cannot have any civil effect, shall give
my heirs after my death, besides the 150 thaler which I granted her
alresdy, an additional sum of 450 thaler which T herewith alldﬁr

I fix that in case that one of my granﬂch&Idrgq% Moses orﬂﬁirsch, the
kah? ﬁarrfﬁd‘ﬁéﬁaigggggﬂggggjhagé

- -..;-_,

forbid, should die, their 3artszef the 38 $

children of my late daughter,

#11 come back to my
children still. dlive. As I do not have auy ms to anyone of my
heirs from a loan 6r from any other lkind of mnn&y affairs or any other
kind of business, I therefore order that nou&«of them may sue the other
for this reason, at.the court or at the rabhi colleagne, but to divide
all my estate inte equal parts in the best uay without any fight. In
case my children and heirs ghould act ¢Gntrary to my last will as to

my dgggﬁ%@ in the first testamant of the ‘opnd of this month, they shall
be excluded from the legitimate partion ‘of my inberitance, and whatever
then is left over of my estate-ahall heresfter be added to -my legacy to

the hospltal (test. of 2nd of this month) and be enlarged hereby.

The hospital and the Tal' di”‘ jﬂfL"f’1 to which I bequeathed the

amounts according to my first testament of the 2nd of this month, shall
have m&nname. I appoint two testament exesutors, the merchants re-
siding here: Mr. Solomon and his brother Mr. Kphraim Mendel; and give
to them full authority to do all the means and w&ys which they think

are the best and most serviceable to carry out both my last decrees.

Posen, January 4, 1820.
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Humility, noliteness and charity, these three, distingulsh the muoker
of these wills. It is seldom that a man appropriates_a lerze nortion
of his wealth for public needs. ois greatness ié not only in that

he was charitable, but also the constructive manner in which he left

his money for his posterity.

Six thousand reichsthaler were at that time six thousend American
dollars, eighteen thousand Germen marks. A very enormous amount ac-
cording to the value of money and necessaries.of life of before 110 f%i;«
years. The value of the reichsth;ler wéé five times higher than in

our time. Only an open-hearted Jew could donate such an enormous

amount.

This testament proved how much he loved and honored K. Eger. lHis

confidence in the Rabbi was boundless.
/.'/4-»(',&‘ :
As his politeness, so his cleverfess and caution. With all nis se-

+

curity that there will be no discord among his helrs, he still feoors

—

that perhaps come controversy might¢ arise amongst them. A&nd, as a
practical ner he warns tnem with active means: They may lose their
part of the legacy, and thavr it reverts to whom? Naturslly, to his
only beloved subject - Hoszital anl Lecture House.

g T

T

Thirteen doys aflter making his will epnd sdmonishing his household,
Rsbbi Sclomon, son of Banjarln, dlad. Great honor was done to him
at his death. Babbi Eger walked after the casket ond culogized him.

ive trer ¢t onze tegan to fvlfil the wish of the deceased. e bought
A o &

Y

el ittt

Il

& croperty ¢ fonded the hoscital snd lecture house. Lsr
. /"“-—”—*-—

kowsky, son-in-law, added 200 reichstireler; Samuel Latz, son of K.

80 refchsastnnlery.

o

Solomon, 2dds
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nabbl Eger worked out the plans by which the two entrrprises should

he conducted. The olans are of such a nature that the institutions

are not dependent upon the community. The adminlstration of the
nespital was so arranged that 1t was self-supporting, without the
assistance of the public. The management was marvelous because of

the watchful eye of R, LEger., [lé tender care caused him much grief.

The regime did not cease to disturb its autonomous exlistence, bhent

upon bringing it under the dominstion of the community. OSo great was
the lust for prestige and victory that they were not ashamed‘%o degrade
their great Rabbi who could not diverge from the absdlute wish of the
deceased. The lawsult which the regime instituted on the strength of
a'statute of 1833, according to which any institution of a public na-
ture belongs to the public, was of no avail. Rabbi EHger emerged victor,
The regime complained that there was disorder and chaos in the hospital.
The Government sent an investigator who found that orderliness reigned
supreme in the hospital. The sick were satisfied, and the denouncers

should be severely reprimanded.

The conduct of the public regime constitutes a tragic chaoter for R.
Eger in the hospital matter. It embittered him until, elthough quiet
Like a dove, never showlng anger, began to become enraged and almost

A7 ; ALK
evinced ugggétrance. In his memorandum to the CGovernment he pcinted

. [P

out that he would q;ﬁldeviate ﬂgaidéiiéfosition, even an hair's breadth.
The Government saw his justicg;\ Rabbi Eger orepared seventy-elght pre-
visions in the constitution of the management of the hospitsl and lec-
ture house. This document was signed by him inbgggigﬂletters; and

his son Labbl Solomon also signed it. The document wes in two coples,
one in the Govermment archiVes, and one in the office of the "Home for

Lged" 1n the name of Solomon Benjamin Latz in Posen. This home is

autonomous to the present day, and does not belong to the community
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leaders, and they have no volce in its management. I reproduce here-
with the preface to the constitution in its original language, German.

The preface is like a history of this home. (Vorwort)
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X1V
FOREWORD

Thgmpegsggnt here residing
SOLOMON BENJAMIN LATZ

who died on January 17, 1829, has bequeathed with h;s philanthropic
feeling for the welfare of the sick Jewish peqple,.and.for the Talmud
students, in his testament of January 2nd and addendas of January 4th
1829, two amounts, each one of 3000 thaler for the purpose of building
a hospital for poor Jews, and a school for'ﬁalmudistic students {Cct
hamidrosch), and he has decided that at least two-thirds of thnece
legatees are to be used for the hospital, and not more than one-third
for the schocl., At the same time he has given full authority to the
late Chief Rabbl Jacob Moses Eger to raise the amounts as mentioned
and to use them for the purposes as told. He has appolinted him to
decide everything so far as the furnishing and further administration
of both institutions are concerned according to his own will, and

finally has decided that everything Chief Rabbi Eger shall do in this

request will be his own will.

This legacy has béen approved by the royal government by decree of

4.4 1829 in all his original and® scon an amount of 550 thaler by the
sogcsf the founder, the late merchant Samuel Solomon Latz, and 200
otﬁef thaler by the son-in-law of the founder, the late merchant Israel
Yarcus Wittkowsky. Hereafter, the Chief Rabbl Eger has purchased the
property No. 306 in the old secticn of the city end the wall surround-
ing the lot. After leaving an amount of 2000 thaler to the fundamental
fund for the purpose of buving lots, and building both institutions.

He furtnermore ordered that most of it be taken for the hospitel, and
the sraller separated nart of it for the school. At the same time,

ne ordered them %o buy beds, metiresses, dressers, all the neceessary

outfit for the rooms and the kitchen, apparatus for baths, and curing
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methods for eighteen people to be taken in. For the school he order-
ed‘all the books and utensils necessary. Hereafter he appointed five
directors for the hospital: the merchants, Solomon Levy, Naphtall Moses,
Joseph Handyke, Moses Wolff, and Benjamin Wittkowsky; and two directors
for the school: The Rabbi Solomon Levy, and the werchant Wolf Graetz,

and he charged them with all the affairs under him and his successor.

After all this was done the late Chief Rabbi Eger has written a docu-
ment of February 4, 1837, on account of the authorlty given him in the
testament of the founder, and addenda.. This document states how to
handle the management and the utilization of both institutlons with
specilal consideration of the spoken instant demand and will of the
testator against him, error -in spite of the repeated defense, 25 he In-

formed:the president of the congregation by letter of Adar 22 (March

"4f23,v1835). It says: The Jewish congregation of this city dces not
;nﬁve any privilege of using these institutions, and furthermore, the
*icbngregation will be excluded forever from any interference with the
'sﬁpervision and administration of these institutions. The Chief Rabbi
5E§gr nas presented these documents to the. royal government as the
?$ighest supervisor for confirmation. By suggestion of the royal gov-
IYQrgment these decrees have been made more plain and complete by sev-
eral postecripts. "After this was done both institutions were rec-
ognized by high decrees of May 6th as independent from the corporation

here on account of the rights and duties accdrding to

of the genersl common law.

Hereefter, these documents have been summarized and reformed to one
statute, telling all about the supervision and administration of these

institutions.
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Under the severty-n2ight enamerated rules, Rabhbl Sclermon Eger, son of

Fo buibe, sippned nis neme, ond in the resulation book of the iovern-

ment arciives, with & little ~ariation, kabhbi fkibsz Bger himeels

-

sifnmed. Tt is clecr fronm this prefece That E. Eger :ttempted to per-
susde Ur. Latz Lo not entirely elimincte the public resime from the
renegerent of the institutions; but Mr. Latz wes dcternined.  The
subsetuent actions of the regive against R. Eger =re Cﬁen rore ob-
noxicus. The pr~sce uneguivocclly rrovides trut iever shall the

regime have any cuthority to ivrterfere in the operatiqn and ronnre-
—ont,  Tris will of the nobile trstator is szdhered to to the present

Geyo. wven in long course of tine, dacades vi'trr the denive T U,

fger, there care men into the ~inovement entively &30 rent from whast
¥r. Lotz ireaeined, no chongs wre wrde. They come not os r¢p¥esngtativos

.

of the conrun’ ty, but as men comnetent in the renagerent of the in-

stitutions; ~2nad be 1t srid to their credit they seru ulousiy falfdlled
‘ mEN
N

evoery boiut of . Lzer's regulntions.

In toe eource of time the cormunity acoaired o Lirge -nd Legutiful
nosanitel.  dhers wis no speciesl need for the hospitcl of Ur. Latz.
L osaitalleo site in toe Jewlish otrest wos boupnt, &nd a besutiful
strucuure, forcus in the pre-vw r cermany, wrs erczcted on it. It
wasr*huilt in 1003 gnd dedicates in 1211, It cost 215,000 marks.
It is four ctories high and hWie n1ll converniences., It is abtle to
seconodate ane ndred and twenty old peonle, and is called LATZ

cr
3
FOUE KO OLD.  In the structiire inere is also & lecture house, very

p=zubtiinl, weieh contoine o Liorery of two thousind beooks, and is

called House of Solomen, On » ~erile nlate at the entrince to thoe

i Sevron: This Houere of Soloron

jmte

tutldin o sre cnoreved thece wono

s

rere gm ey oy g e e oy P ST RO . v 4y ey LN -3 av ey g v 1 e PN EEETRET SR
ves Tonnoe H531 by Solovor w o Liz, Fna Cn o thte veor BHYL wos slerted

roooo

=

e erveton oy Chtef daobl Solbe VYeer,  Thelr mewnory e Llesred,


lizotwell
Text Box
Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne.


|Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort \Wayne.

XVII

Inm o Lo 1 by the entrance where the picturce of Golomon Latez
tengs, s oenys ved on the well: This Home ceme "‘nto exlstence by

the legacy of the merchant, Solovon Benjarin Latz, in Posen, smounting
to 6000 thoiler, On & lirre henvy merble clste are onor vod tne nres
af other sailantioronists.  Sore contributlons amounted to 40,000 or
A0,000 mirks.  foongst thiem cre meuntioned the contributicns of the
doscendents of Nr. Solomon Letz, (21l in Germen) the relatives of the
founder, “isuel Latz snd Arnold Ferber of ¥exico, ~nd Jdulius Letz in

. Posen, 9230 =:rws. Opposite this olote 13 seen annthér plate inserihad
in Folish: To the praised rerory of our cordirl encfrctor, the de-

ne

cecsed Yiruel Letz, Los fngeles, Colifornla.

This institution is self-supporting from the funds left by philan-
thropiste. The vicissitudes of time did not affect it. About eighty
tged men and woren fre kKept there, with 211 convenicences. 4As to form
end spaciousness "here 1s no équal to it in =all Poland, amongst our

sl

. !
) NS AR .
better Jews. The tovns.eople also come to religious services &t the

© a7
Lecture ilouse, besides the old inmates. EServices are held three tines
; 4.44‘1
a dey. Two or three of them lesrn ¢d-ily a Talmudic lesson, but the
voice of Torah is no leonger he:ird like in former days. The heart of

the Jewish youth is not for Talmud, net even for scripture. Times have
e

chenged in thls respect, and nct for the better,

1=

“ereir sub 't Lirth records f the children of K. Soloron. 1t 1is
found in Sovernmoent archives i file bearing name fcts von wolomon
Benjemin Latz. Acta L., 17N .. X, VIT B7,

The cowruntily presented this certiiicrte to the helrs of the dece:ced
and verliied by ite serl and sisnctures of the hesds of the community.

The Yuniciselity signed also. 5is tirst wife and his seconc vwife =re

aleo Centioned.


lizotwell
Text Box
Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne.


Wiss, Arig Davild de lpts W
dled: last: June 21, bejutathet
$25,000- of hor, $800,000 anate L&
charities, uhdith thy terms of »;
will filed: yeRtenay: for probale.

The $8cyeav-old woran Waas
the widow of Miguel Lptz, who
nad been a prominant fgure n
the political life of Megico be-

fore his emigration here twenty-
five years 4go. ‘ S

Among the charitahle pequests:
were: Las Angeoles Ovphgn asy-
Lani,. $5000; Children's Ho‘fm Son §
clety, $2000; Little Sisters of the
Poor, §2000;, Children's Hospitak
$2000, and §$10,000 for chg table’
purposes in’ Magdalena, fonora.

5 -
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S

The following are the descendants of the late merchant, Solowon
Benjamin Latz and his deceased wife, Blume, nee David:

One son, local merchant, Samuel Solomon Late, 51 years old.

One daughter, Berta (Breinche) widowed Lazarus Zilz, 49 years old,

One daughter, Gette, wedded Isrsel Marcus Wittkowsky, local merchant,
46 years old.

Children of the deceased daughter, Michle, nee Solomon Benjamin Latz,

wedded Abraham Moses Cohn, namely, ‘

One son, Moses Abraham Cohn, born 7 Iyar 571, Jewish syyle, May 1, 1811

One son, Hirsch Abraham Cohn, born 13 of Sivan 87%, Jewish style,

June 11, 1813,

both of whom are minors living with the mother of Abraham Moses Cohn

in Berlin.

That these are the rightful heirs of the deceased is hercby attested
that the deceased Solomon Benjamin Latz lived with Malke, nee 8imon
Spiro, in second marriage, nc children, Posen, February 3, 1820.

(Signatures heads of Community of Posen)

(Signature of Magistrate)

¥OH OB OB O OR X O# K X ¥ K O K

Inscription on tombstone in Posen Cemetery

UPRIGHT AMONG NOBLEMEN

S-hining everywhere was his neme
0~-n earth and hedven in one accord
L-ast he left and {irst he came
0-n every day to serve his Lord..
M~-an with righteous piety permeated.
0-f charity far and near which he donated.
N-oble and loyal in all transsactions

- PAublic welfare ruled his asctions..
The sage, "Parnos and Moreimu! - .-
Solomon Zalman, son of R. Benfe
May his memory be blessed.

Died in good name Saturday, l¥th Shevat, buried Bur ay%}4.tr} Shevat.
¥AY HIS S0UL BE BOUND IN THE CLUSTER OF, LIFE

7

g

Note: "Pernos and Moreinu" mean "Public Lesder and our Teacher"

f Inscription on his wife's tombstone
(His grave is guite distunt from that of his wife)

Ho T,
siens wosan, Sre. dlume, wife of T. balman, son of bonjamin, nis
. - B - . - L . S L S O P 17 141} [l Rr d 1 i ;I f-l } j i - ) _1 i 4_“', o N (‘\jl

-

|Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort \Wayne. |
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dr. Samuel Latz died three years after hie father's death, 54 yeors old.
On his tombstone is inscribed; Celebrated Samuel Latz, son of exzlted
Solomon Latz, his memory blessed, died Sunday evening and interred on
the morrow, Monday, Jebeth 15, 592.
/1/#5*”‘ If the
4 S-un of thy success on earth was shining
4-nd now thy body to dust 1s returning,
-uch hast thou gilven from thy wealth
U-ntil the sick were restored to health.
E-ver thy sun shines and brings
L~ife and healing in 1ts wings.
¥. 2. 8, B. B. in the C. of L.

Susa Latz died the third day of Passover 657. May her soul be bound
in the cluster of life. Here rests in God our beloved mother, grand,
and great grandmother, Susanna Latz, nee Barat, Born July o, 1819,
died April 19, 1897. Peace to her ashes,

We do not understand why the grave of Samuel 1s far from that of his
father. Close to her father is the grave of Gitele wittkowsky. ©She
was sixty-three years old at her death.

Inscription

Pious woman, Jrs. Gltale, wife of dear and nobdle Israel \ittkowsky,
and deughter of celebrated Solomon, founder of Coture home, '"Beth
Shlomo"/died “onday 5th day of Passover 606 and found rest wddl the
graves 'of the decrest of her family. A

G-rand to her husband was she a spouse

I.n Torah she camped, and kindness did render
T-aking, when wealthy, good care of her house,
A help to ner husband, to the children tender,
L-oving her work though weary and tiring
T-ating no bread of sluggishness in her days
May sleep now be pleasant in retiring

While in rest with her parents she stays.

M. H. &, 8. B. 1In thelg;mgf L.

e
Nn her husbend!s tombstone near by:

Herc Tests the scholar Rabbi Israel, son of Mordecai Wittkowsky, his
memory be blessed, leader of our community, died and interred in good
name Monday, 20Elul 591.

I-nto thy grave lowered and left

S-tar of thy life we saw was claft.

fi-ich 2i7te ever were thy favor

A-11 thy wnys with modesty savor

E-re thy splendor departs, son of hordecal
L-o, thy friends, admirers, bltterly cry.
Y fz].-(.. i, FP. in the C. of L,

e pecord of Samuelts Tamily is &lso attested by the Jewish community

s the ~unicipality, in arcrives Ccte L 12168, Mo Jewish cormanity
P ¥
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attests that Samuel Solomon Latz, a local merchant, who passed away
19th inst, being married to Pauline, nee Jacob Kaul, had children as
fcllows:

Son, David Latz, born AC 16 576 J. Street, August 10, 1816,

Son, Beno, born 9 Tebeth 578 J. Street, December 18, 1917.

Daughter, Bertha, born Sivan 7 588 J. Street, June 8, 1889.

(81gnatures of leaders)

{Municipal Seal)
Posen, December £5, 183l.

Samuel Latz resided at 387 Gerber Street. On June 10, 1831 he made

his will, found in same archives. He was wealthy. s will is very
lengthy. Among the rést he writes: I have been married to my wife
Pauline, nee Kaul, about sixteen years. Three children have been born,
David, Beno, and Bertha. He left some money to the other membe%s of

his family. He writes in his will; I make thé childrgg/ggmgoth’ My ="
uncles, my legatees, namely, Fabian Benjlamin Latz, Salkind Latz, Victor
Latz, and Samuel Benjemin Latz! childrem, Leib Latz and Wolf Latz. He

left 50 reichsthaler to every one.

It is clear that R. Solomon Latz had two brothers, Fabian and Samuel,
as both are called by their father's name, Benjamin. OSeemingly, there
was no other man in the city by the name of Benjamin Latz. We cannot
tell yho was older, Solomon or FablanLetz. It is obvious from the
official record that in 1830 Fablan was sévenhy-five years old. The
record, Acta No. 153 in the archives, attests before the municipal poor
chest that the businessmen Samuel Faibush Latz dled on April 3rd this
year, childless, and that his father, seventy-five years of ége, is in
very needy circumstances. Samuel ‘Solomon, in his will, mentlons only
three sons of his-Uncle Fablan, - Salkind, Victor, and Joel, and not
the fourth, Samuel, for the reason that Sam Fl had died before the will
wes made in June 1831, He died in April, 1E /) Hed mo children. This
g e
$s attested by the community and municipallity (163). Eubfiyted for ap-

aravels That Snmuel Faibush Latz died on 3rd of April, 1930, He wos
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was married to Feila, nee Hesh Gotthelf. There were no children.

(Seal of Community)
(Seal of Municipality)

Faibush Benjamin had one daughter, Malka. He lived in Posen, 84
Martin. Wolf, the son of Samuel Benjamin, merried Malka, hls uncle's
daughter. This we learn from officall document "L" that Wolf Samuel
Latz, local resident and ex-liquor dealer, who married Malka, nee
Faibush Latz, had children as follows:

Son, Samuel Latz, born February 11, 1810.

Son, Hirsch Latz, born December 23, 1814.

Twins, Jacob, born April 18, 1823; Abraham, born April 17, 1823.
Daughter, Henneschen Latz, married Hyman Scherbel, residing at Lissa,
born May 11, 1808,

Daughter, Lisette, born May 2, 1817

Daughter Ernestine, borm July 21, 1821

Daughter, Yetla, born October 2, 1827.

(Signature of Communi ty)

(Signature of Municipality)

Wolf, son of Samuel Latz, lived in Posen, 42 Schw. Martin Street
The following sre inscriptions on tombstones of the Latz family:

Here interred

Idead. woman, her husband's crown and glory of daughters, the plous

and exalted Mrs, Malka, wife of Wolf Latz, who returned to the house

of her father on Adar second £5, 622, to witness the pleasantness of
God and shelter in heaven in the shadow of Almighty. May the clods

of earth delight her, and may she be happy on the last day. (In Ger-
man) Here rests our unforgetable mother Amalka Latz, nee Falbush. Died
March 26, 1862, the age of seventy-eight years.

Here interred

A perfect, upright, and God-fearing man, who lived by his hard labor
all his 1ife, scholar R, Samuel, surnamed Sanwib, son of Wolf Latz,
Born £nd day of Shebat 571, died in good name 1lth Kislav. (In German)
Here rests with God my dear husband, our non-forgetable father, grand,
and father-in-law, Samuel Latz, born February 11, 1811, died November
21, 18s2, . H. 8. B. B. in the C. of L. Kemark of #rttéﬁ( Record
officially that he was born Februsry 11, 1810,

|Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne. |
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Weeping Stone

Ideal daughter, young virgin Esther, daughter of Wolf Latz, dled in
good name Baturday, Iyar 25, 603,

E-very ear heard of thy works
S~urely hast fed the poor and widow.
T-hou art praised by all young folks
E-very woman is a beloved daughter
R-everedly you surpass all.

M., H. 8. B. B. in the C. of L.

(There are four more lines on this stone but letiers are not legible)
Th%ﬁ/Esther is Ernestine.

Tombstone of ‘ o

Clean hands, upright in his ways
Puprsuing justide, kindness all his days.
ﬂﬁarﬁiiy oved. hiy parents more than gold
Kept them, fed them, when they were old.
Lament ye for a man so brave

Prematurely led to his grave.

Fifty-three years old, dear Hymem, son of Salkind Latz, bless his
memory, died Friday, Jebeth 26, 888, M. H. S. B. B. in the C. of L.

(In German) Here rests Heimen Latz, the pride of honest and relligious
life. Torn from his own. Born February 17, 1819, died Janvary 5, 1872,
Was never married., (Stone fell and overturned)

Interred here

Eminent woman, Dinah, daughter of Hayine, and wife of Salkind Latz,
died Shebat 25, 626, M. H. S. B. B. 1in the C. of L.

Interred here

J-ust, perfect, and upright man

A-nd kins' suppert was your pursuit
H~arvest in heaven your labors fruit

I-n all your deeds a2 faithful man,
E-ternal rest should be your fate.

L-eft oblivion - earth, at seventy-eight.

Jahiel, son of Salkind Latz, died Sivan 13, 845. M. H. S. B. B. in the
C. of L.

interred here

Dear, honorable Dabish Arieh Leib, son of Samuel Latz, died in good
name Ab 12, 605. M. H. S. B. B. in the C. of L.

|Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort \Wayne. |
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Bere inte

Joel, son of Jacob Latz, died when (Illegible) 6828 - - - - - - - _ _
Burled with great honor on the morrow.

J-ubilantly angels thy coming are hailing
O-ur crown fallen; thy children are wailing.
E-arth, dear father, sud ¥y lorsaken
L-1fe and soul to heaven wape taken.

This 1s our only comfort and soigcei uprightly he lived by sweat of
his face, may ever precede him justice and grace.

flere interred, dear God-fearing woman, Hinda, widow of R. Joel Latz,
died in good name Saturday, Tamuz 2,836.

kg g
@ ) i

Glorious was thy earthly life

Every step a song of praise.

Ever hopeful, ever faithful

Through joy and woe with pious ways
Ideal, all shining unforgotten

Your star for all s abating

For us, the children who truly loved you,
Thou good mother

Showing the road to eternal weal.

Here intery

Young and tender, pride of her husbatd,; Joy of her parents, wife of
R. Jehiel Latz, died Saturday 23 of Second Adar, buried next day 600,

Ideal woman, your husband's crown
Why didst thou hasten to find a grave
Not fully twenty, and bringest sorrow
; To loving parents and men so brave.
: Time passes om; time does vanish,
I1'1l not vanguigh my wounded hesrt
Waves of time all overflowing,
But from grief and sorrow I*ll never part.

Remark: This fiery inseription is heartrending. Her hugband's tomb-

stone is described on preceding page. He lived forty-five years after
ner, and never married again.

Grave of Hirsh, son of Wolf Latz

Here rests In God my innermost beloved husband, and our true care-taking
father, Hartwig Latz, born December 17, 181l4. Died Marsh 16, 1885,
Deeply lamented by his kin.

And hisg wife's grave

iers rests In God our beloved mother, Johanna Latz, nee wﬁﬁﬁz, barn
March 1&, 1889 died September 8, 1901. Lver lamented by her children.

Hemark; On tombstone 1s written that Hirsh was born December 17, and
his birth record shows he was born December S5 L *
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R, Yehudi Arieh, son of R. Joel, may he rest In peace, wife, Kazern 7
daughter of R. Ensch, the Levite, be in peace. _

In memory of our dear parents, Jullus Latz, barn December 13, 1829,
died February 24, 1912, 8 Adar 5672; and Caroline Latz, nee Dariziger,

worn October £6, 1833, died January 20, 1918, Blevay 18, B679.
The beloved in life, in déath parted

While the clods of their . . are united
Their childrens' eyes are n apd drear
By the: double stone to pa¥ ' dear.

¥. B, 8. B, B. in the C. of Li
Remark: Joel, the ggtﬁﬁﬁ.of Julius, as seen iﬁ”“fﬁgrgg, was in the
saddle business. S50 was his son Julius. He the largest magazine
in Posen in this line. Someé people gt11l remember him well, and he
{s praised by all. BHis sons, Joachim, HAugo, and Harrich settled in
Berlin.

Here {npterred

An upright and just man, a,charitabla man, at;all times earning his
livelihood by hgyd toil, R. Solomon, son of Begabel Ferber, who died
in good name 19 Jamuz &34. M. H. 8. B."B. in the C. of L. flere rests
my dear husband, Solomon Ferber, died 19 Tanuz 634, July 4, 1875.
Peace to his ashes. '

; A dear and worthy woman, wheo, with hmaband and children, were very
; charitable, Rachel, daughter of K. Joel Latz, wife of R. Solomon

!  PFerber, who died Iyar 29, 6€36. M. He 5. B. B. in the C. of L,

: Yere rests our beloved mother and slster, Roschen Ferber, nee Latz,
died 29 Iyar, 5636, May 23, 1876. Peace to her ashes.

Remarks: Rachel was the sister of Julius Latz, of the contribution

for the new structure of Solomon Benjamin Lat®. Her son, Arnold Ferber,
in Mexico, (long dead) was one of the warm-he ed contributors to the

, Latz ifstitution. Besides his axnual contribution sent from Mexico

: he founded a perpetual fumd of five thousand dollars for the institution.
g This money was invested in Berlin, and a speelal curator takes care of it

Here rests with God my dear husband and unforgotten father, Adolf Latz.
Born February 26, 1838, died October 9, 1886. M. H. 5. B. B, in the C. ¢

Here rests with God our innermost beloved mother Johanna Latz, nee Halle.
Born February 26, 1838, died October 9, 1886. M. He S. B. B. in the C.of

' !
Here rests in God my innermost beloved dear som, our, unforgotten brother,
Louis Latz. Died June 30, 1883 at age of forty. Peate to his ashes.
M. 8. 8. B. B. in the C. of L.

_ Here rests my beloved husband, Wilhelm Latz. Born April 19, 1848, died
& February 7, 1887. M. H. 8. B. B. in the C. of L. _

Here rests in peace our beloved brother, George Latz, bora July £0, 1861
giedegnuary 50, 1892. Deeply lamented by his kin. ¥ H. 8. B. B. in th
. of L.
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A woman, Gitel, wife of Awigdor Latz, N. U. N. Do 7 first day of Kislav
606. M. H. S. B. B. in the C. of L.

Remarks: There are no birth recards of year 1785, and we do not know
who R. Avigdor Latz was.

‘ - + R, Sawuel Latz, died at age
A pp of perfect honesty, R. Yona, son of Ry Samuel W
of Minety three, Thursday, 6th day of Buceoth §89. Here rests Mona
Latz, born 1785, died Qeatober 17, 1878,

ons, son of Samuel.

e were more members

pecords of the gov-
Lged 4 On the tombs ' the wo Gitel, there are

e chives. On the tombstone of the womany uwiked,

giﬁsgﬁ; :grds. The letterg, N. O, K. D. are not explainable. IU may

mean "descendant of" but whose?

g1b) mow sbout the wuan,
Remarks: It 1s impossible to know shout the
{Which Samuel?) Pos , We may surmise th

wire vecorded in the

W oB O 6 OB K % WO N W K K WO
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CONCLUSION

I see before me the large photograph of R. Solomon, son of Ben-
jamin Latz, his mémory be blessed. The picture is fascinating
with its typlcally Jewish gracefulness, His physiognomy is like
that of the aristocrats of Israsl and his great rabbis , whose
plctures are usually hanging in every truly Israelitish home.
A beard, wholly of majestic hoariness, adoyns & courageous and
earnest face. The glory of compassion is spread over the face.
The beard is broad at the top, at hoth sides of hls earlocks,
tapering down till over his chest, when 1t divides into two parts.
His lips express Jewiah wisdom and knowledge of life. A beautiful
nose, somewhat arched at its end, between two full eyes, looking
straightforward. Thelr préfaund view manifests the character of
the man. We cannot tell whether or not he had a high forehead,
because he wears a high hairy hat which descends to a half of the
forehead over the white earlocks, His body is drawn in, and from
between the sleeves of his coat ure seen two tender hands, long
fingers, as 1f all hammered of grace, holding an open snmuff to-
bacco box.
This picture arouses a reverence to its subject, and the face 1is
that of a Jewlsh merchant, a man respeeted among his people, one
hundred and ten years ago, withia the walls of the Jewish Ghetto,
in the city of Posen. Underneath the pleture appears the inscription:
SOLOMON BERJAMIN LATZ |

FOUNDER OF THIS OLL AND INVALID HOME
With thils enterprise has this plous philanthroplgt and broad-hearted
Jew acquired for himself an everlasting name, thét?will not be for-

gotten. To himself, his children, and his posterity, he left a

glorious heritage. K. Solomon (Zalman), son of R. Benjamin Latz,

was that pleasing type of Jew in whom our people in exile glorify.
|Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne. |
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and who 13 a guarantee tha% a people whé cen have such sons is
facing toward a bright futy ;, plm d. on mioral, sublime, fruitful,

Jewish and human fourdéfiouns,

Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne.



lizotwell
Text Box
Prepared by Saul Blum of Poznan in 1938 at the commission of the Latz family of Fort Wayne.


Posen, November 18, 1938

Peace and strength to my dear Sir, ILrving Latz, Fort Wayne, Indiana:

To this letter I attach six pletures of your ancestor, Rabbi Sclomon
Benjamin Latz, may his memcory be blessed. I hope you will be plessed
with them. The work on them was successful., Kindly acknowledge to
me theilr receipt.

The plate of the plctures is in my possession, 3o if you need any
more I can supply you. The price of every pieture, according to the
photographer, will come to twenty cents.

From the German letter herein attached you can see how I endeavored
to gather the information about all the membersg of your exalted
family. I cannot stop wondering, and even you may wonder that such
an institute which exists only and especially for the research and
information of Israelitish families, does mnot know anything, and
advises me to get information, locally. I did, therefore, well when
I made my research here; and it 1s, as yet, not completed., 1 shall
exert every effort until I get them all. There is a way to get in-
formation by resorting to old people who reside in Suburban towns

in the vicinlty of Posen. Private investlgation is always more suc-
cessful than offictal. Due to the terrible events in Germany, I
shall walt about a month and perhaps the situation will improve.

If you have any interest in this investigation, kindly send me three

dollars for postage. Postage in Poland costs doubly more than in

America Whatever information I could obtaln here has been ;ncorpo—
ated in the biography which you heve already received.

Flease do not be offended if T agk wvou what you intend to do with
this biography. It would be good to publish it as a wmemoridl to your
great ancestors. And 1f you do, please let me know, and I will add
gome details and embellishments to emphasize the luster of that great
Jewish man, Rabbl Soclomon Benjamin Latz.

I, again, thank you for your kindness and punctuality which 1s noble

in all its senses. May the Lord fulfil all your wishes for good and
bear,gratitude and blessing from your respecter,

(8igned) Saul Blum
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