waters were a wall to theAs”
As it is written,

Lord is his Name! Pharaoh’s chari-
ots and his army . . . the deeps covered
them . .. And with the blast of thy nostrils
the waters were piled up; The floods stood
straight like a walf:®

Or asThe New York Timewrote about the Krakatoa
tsunami, “Far out to seaward a piled-up wall of water,
standing like a high column and coming in upon the
shore with inconceivable swiftnes.

The plagues

These are the ten plagues which the Most Holy, blessed
be He, brought upon the Egyptians in Egypt:

Spill a drop of wine for each plague:

Blood, Frogs, Vermin, Wild Beasts, Pestilence,
Boils, Hail, Locusts, Darkness, Slaying of the first-
born.

Some of these plagues resulting from the Thera ex-
plosion are detailed in the written records of Egypt in
1628Bc. But where were our ancestors, the Israelites?
The Exodus of the Jews “was supposed to have taken
place in Egypt, yet Egyptian sources knew it.not.

The effect on Egypt must have been cataclysmic—loss

2pellegrino, page 238.

3Exodus 15, from Pellegrino p. 236.

14The New York Time§)ctober 22, 1883, quoted by Pellegrino
p. 236.

on the “sea of reeds” at the headwaters of the Nile, and
imagine it thus:

Its first breath is felt as a sudden re-
treat of the water, plunging over a matter
of minutes deeper than any tide can ebb.
[Pharoah’s] sentries could not have known
what has happening to them . . .. Because
they did not know what they were seeing,
there was no cause for fear, only astonish-
ment and curiosity, even joy at whatever
miracle was turning the seabed into dry
land. Mud dunes that had lain under thirty
feet of water were suddenly climbing into
open air. In the spaces between the dunes,
puddles glistened. Fish thrashed in them.
On a tidal plain such as the Sea of Reeds,
the Mediterranean would have drained a
half mile out, making hissing and sucking
noises as it went. Driven by wonder and
curiosity, [Pharoah’s] sentries must have
followed the retreating coastline, perhaps
even pausing to drag prized fish from the
puddles. Then the sucking noises abruptly
ceased, and a new sound was in the air
.. .. When the sea returned—faster than
any charioteer could hope to flee—it was
forty feet above the high-tide mark. As
told in Exodus 14, “And the Lord caused
the sea to go back by a strong east wind

. and the waters returned, and covered
the chariots, and the horsemen . . . and the
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Archaeologists can examine the Exodus story itself
to learn what its author knew of Egypt. The author of
Exodus “had no information earlier than the Saite pe-
riod (sixth to seventh centuriex). The eastern [Nile]
Delta and Sinai he describes are those of 26th Dynasty
kings and early Persian overlords . . . He cannot locate
the Egyptian court to anything but the largest and most
famous city in his own day in the northeastern Delta,
namely Tanis, the royal residence from about 1070 to
725BcC. . .. In short, with respect to the geography
of the Exodus, the post-Exilic compiler of the present
Biblical version had no genuinely ancient detats.

The haroset we eat is a reminder of the bricks that
our ancestors made as slaves in the land of Egypt. “But
the Egyptians used cut stone, not brick, for their large
building projects. Brickvasa principal building mate-
rial in Babylon, to which the Jews were exiled after the
destruction of the Temple, in 5&€. Was the Exodus
written during the Babylonian captivity®?

Sixty years later, around 528C, the Jews were
free to go from Babylon. But Jewish historian Flavius
Josephus wrote in the first centukp that not all the
Jews were eager to leave the Babylonian exile to re-
turn to the arid land of Israel. One professor of ancient
history speculates that the Book of Exodus was com-
posed by nationalist Jews in Babylon to persuade their
people!® This year we are slaves here, but next year
we hope to be free men in the land of Israel.

1"Redford, p. 409-410

18pavid Denby, “No Exodus. The New Yorkedecember 7,
1998, p. 184.

°Denby, p. 184.
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describe cities in [Canaan], they call thenwt,mean-
ing fortified enclosures?’

The Pharaohs ruled Egypt for two thousand years,
from 3000 to 100@c. But for a time, starting about

1800Bc, Semitic tribespeople swarmed west from Canaan

across the sands of Sinai and seized control of Egjypt.
The Egyptions called them “foreign rulergyk-h-swi

or Hyksos? After four generations, the Egyptians over-
threw their foreign oppressors and put their own op-
pressors back in charge. After that, a Semitic popu-
lation lingered in Egypt and a part of it was assigned
construction task3.

In the autumn of 162&c the volcanic island of
Thera in the Aegean sea explodedThe blast was
up to fifty times more violent then the explosion of
Krakatoa in the Pacific ocean 3500 years later — and
the Krakatoa blast killed thirty thousand people in tidal
waves as far away as 2000 miles. As it is written in the
earliest Greek poem that has survived to the present
time, written down 1000 years after the Thera explo-
sion and 200 years before Exodus was written,

The limitless expanse of the sea echoed
terribly; the Earth rumbled loudly, and the
broad area of the sky shook and groaned

. and a heavy quaking penetrated into

’Donald B. RedfordEgypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient
Times Princeton University Press, 1992; page 11.

3Charles PellegrinoReturn to Sodom and GomorraRan-
dom House, 1994; page 27.

4Redford, p. 100.

SRedford, p. 408.

Spellegrino, p. 212.



¢l

‘Ssaulap|IM a8yl ul Buuspuem ayl ‘reulS JUNOIN
e BuiniB-me| syl ‘J|9s)l Snpox3 8yl suonipen
lofew Inoj 0] pan S| SBSONESOSON Sem oYM ‘&

‘obe sieaA paipuny aAl} puesnoyl aalyl 1ses| I
¢ P09 Buiddiysiom 1eis s101sadue Ino pip UsYm\ €

‘uojAqeg jo pue| ays
ul sanels alam Aayl Ing -1ou Alqeqoid ¢1dAB3
JO pue| 3y} Ul SaAe|s Ajjeal S101Sadue INo a1\ ‘2

‘uolbija1 umo Jisy
JO %00q aAUYBP 8yl umop 3um Aayi pip ‘9l
-Xa ueluojAgeg ayi Jaye pue ul ‘reyl Jaye Alup
1dA63 wo.y swioy Aresay| pauodwi Asy) sjdoad
91eJd]l| B BWEIa(q SMA( 8yl Se UdY | "qoder paweu
uew 1ealb e Jo Alowaw ayl Hoeq Buiysni uayl
“eas paay ay) wody Buipadal layem ay) Jo Alois
ay) ‘sAep 1o} A4S ay) pauaxiep Jeyl pnojo yse ue
Jo A101s ay) :pajjadxa Buiaq alojaq awi e 10}
1dAB3 pajni pey sjdoad oniwes e alojaq sieak
JO spalpuny 1yl Alowsw ay) — sajueeur) ay)
1O suonipe. [e1o ayl Jo Auew paydope aney Aew
Aay ‘salueeue) ay) JO SUMO] panes ay) buowe
SAI| O} Wop3 JO S||iy 8y} ul 3j1] dipewou lisyl
WOJ} UMOP BWed SMaIgaH 8yl 09D00T Ul Usym
'9S|9 auoawos 0] sdeyltad smar ay) 01 Ajluessa
-0au10u ybnoy) ‘pauaddey aney Aew sbuiyl asay
J0 Bwos ‘sajp¢uaddey Ajeal siy Jo Aue pig T

SIaMSUY 8IO|A 931yl ayL

"auIM Jo dna puoass ay) yuLdg

SUMs “30°g Iy yum Buippiy am ase woym Ing
~OUM-MOUX-NOA 810430, 10} Bulpuels ‘0900080 peaisul ‘els
uowIWwo9 8y 810Jaq,, 10} Buipuels “3'D°g 000ES! PHOM Jejndas

ay1 JoJ Bunum usym wsiwaydna 1aysoy ay) puy ‘repus|ed ysi
-Ma( 8y} Ul 09/ SI 81ep Sy} allm 0} Aemiaysoy 1e|bay) puy;

01 pabijgo are sadinos uendABz ;0DOOE 19)e uaym,
‘USIIUM SI )l SY  "SPJ0JaJ U3NLIM OU 13| pue Salo
M3} 1JIng Aayl asnedaq ‘Ajisea o0s AI01sIy J1I8y) peal jou
-ued s)sibojoaeyaly “1are| yonw [nun Bunium aAey jou
pIp Sallueeur) ayl ‘ueeued JO pue| ayl Sem ‘UBSap
reulS ay) SsoJoe ‘1se3 ay) 0] So|lw palpuny Om|
1dAB3 Jo A101SIY Y1 JO yonw mouy| pue ‘sbunim
a1 peal pue sbuipjing ayr yueaun sisibojoayate ‘Aep
-0] ‘Aej2 01Ul payeq pue au0lS OJUl PaAIed ‘SpPI0dal ud)l
-1LIM SNONUNIUOJ Y1IM UONRZI|IAID B pPaysI|gelsa pue spiw
-eJAd 111nq Aay) s1eak palpuny aaiyl 10 OM] UIYIAA “Bul
-1UM pue ain)naLibe ules| 0] PlIOM a8y} Ul 1Sil) SY) S19M
1dA63 Jo pue| ay; Jo ajdoad ay) ‘obe sieak puesnoy) a4

slamsue Buo| ay |

¢ SOSOIN Sem OUpMA
¢p0o9 Buiddiysiom 1e1s s101Sadue Ino pIp UBYM\ '€
¢1dAB3 Jo pue| 8yl Ul SBAR|S SI01SB2UR N0 IS\ 2

cuaddey Ajeals siyrjo Aue pig 't

suonsand alo Ino4 ay



and the initial stages of the conquest [of Canaan].
The question as to which of these traditions did
Moses originally belong, if not to all, is one that
has bedeviled scholarship for decad¥s:The
more one looks for Moses, or evert Moses,

the farther away he seems, and the search grows
rather bruising!”

Washing the hands

Baruch a-taw Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olum asher
kid-d’'shaw-nu b’mitz-vo-sawv v'tzee-vaw-nu al n’'tee-
las yaw-daw-yeenBlessed art Thou, O Eternal, our God,
King of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with Thy com-
mandments and commanded us to wash the hands.

Blessings over the Matzah

Take the two whole matzahs and the broken one and
say the following blessings:

Baruch a-taw Adonai Eluhaynu melech ha-olum
ha-mo-tzee le-chem meen ha-areBlessed art Thou,
O Eternal, our God, King of the Universe, Who brings forth
bread from the earth.

Baruch a-taw Adonai Eluhaynu melech ha-olum a-
sher kid-d’'shaw-nu b’'mitz-vo-sawv v'tzee-vaw-nu al
a-chee-las matzal®lessed art Thou, O Eternal, our God,
King of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with Thy com-
mandments and commanded us to eat matzah.

2ORedford, page 417.
21Denby, page 180.

13

The Four Questions

1. On all other nights, we may eat either bread or
matzah; why on this night may we eat only matzah?

2. Onall other nights, we may eat any kind of herbs;
why on this night may we eat only bitter herbs?

3. On all other nights, we don't dip the herbs; why
on this night do we dip the herbs twice?

4. On all other nights, we eat sitting up; why on
this night do we recline?

The short answers

1. When our ancestors had to flee the land of Egypt,
there was no time for the dough to rise, so they
had to bake the unleavened dough.

2. The bitter herbs remind us of the bitter life our
ancestors led as slaves of the Pharaoh in Egypt.

3. The salt water reminds us of the tears our ances-
tors shed in Egypt.

4. We recline because we are not slaves, as our an-
cestors were in the land of Egypt; as free people
we may choose to recline.
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