What the Tortoise Said to Achilles

Lewis Carroll

Reprinted from Lewis Carroll, "What the Tortoise Said to Achilles," Mind 4, No. 14 (April 1895): 278-280.

Achilles had overtaken the Tortoise, and had seated himself

"So you’ve got to the end of our race-course?" said the

"It can be done," said Achilles. "It has been done! Solvitur ambulando . You see the distances were constantly diminishing;

"But if they had been constantly increasing ?" the Tortoise

"Then I shouldn’t be here you would have got several times round the world, by this

"You flatter me -- flatten, I mean" said the Tortoise; "for you are a heavy weight, and no to hear of a race-course, that most people fancy they can get to the end of in two or three steps, while it really infinite number of distances, each one longer than the previous

"Very much indeed!" said the Grecian warrior, as he drew pockets in

And speak slowly Shorthand

"That beautiful First Proposition of Euclid!" the Tortoise

"Passionately! So far, at least, as one can

Proposition -- just two steps, and the conclusion drawn from refer to them conveniently, let’s call them A, B, and Z (A B) The two sides of this Triangle are things that are equal to Z Z follows logically from A and B A and B as true, must accept Z "Undoubtedly! The youngest child in a High School -- as soon that.

not A and B as true, he sequence as a valid "No doubt such a reader might exist. He might say ’I accept as if A and B be true, Z must be true; but, I don’t accept A and B as true.’ Such a reader would do wisely in abandoning Euclid, and taking to

"And might there not also accept A B as true, but I don’t "Certainly there might. He "And neither as yet Z

me as a reader of the second Z

"-- an anomaly, of course," the Tortoise hastily interrupted.

"Don’t wander from the point. Let’s have Z first, and football

"I’m to force you to accept Z, am I?" Achilles said musingly. "And your present position is that you accept A and B, but you C "-- but you don’t C) If A and B are true, Z

"Then I must ask you to accept C "I’ll do so," said the Tortoise, "as soon as you’ve entered it in

"Only a few memoranda," said Achilles, nervously fluttering

"Plenty of blank leaves, I see!" the Tortoise cheerily remarked. "We shall need them all!" (Achilles shuddered.) "Now write as A (B) The two sides of this Triangle are things that are equal to

(C) If A and B are true, Z (Z "You should call it D, not Z," said Achilles. "It comes next to the other three. If you accept A and B and C, you must accept Z "And why must logically from them. If A and B and C are true, Z must be true. You don’t dispute that "If A and B and C are true, Z must he true," the Tortoise another Hypothetical, isn’t it? A and B and C’, and still not accept Z "You might," the candid hero admitted; "though such possible one "Very good. I’m quite willing to grant it, as soon as you’ve

(D) If A and B and C are true, Z

"I have!" Achilles joyfully exclaimed, as he ran the pencil into A and B and C and D, of course you accept Z

clear. I accept A and B and C and D still refused to accept Z force you to do it!" Achilles triumphantly that you’ve accepted A and B and C and D, you must Z!’

"Whatever Logic is good enough to tell me is worth writing down

(E) If A and B and C and D Z must be true. Until I’ve granted that Z necessary "I see," said Achilles; and there was a touch of sadness in his

Here narrator, having pressing business at the Bank, was

would you mind, as a

Century -- would re-named Taught-Us

you your part, will adopt a pun the Mock-Turtle never A Kill-Ease