N E W S Front Page Top Story Nation World Sports SportServer Business Technology Politics Opinions Health & Science Entertainment Special Reports

F E A T U R E S News Watcher News Archive News Forums Wireless News Regional News Video Vault Today In Photos Today In History Comics Crossword Horoscope TV Listings

S E R V I C E S Stockserver Money Matters Cyrano Server Travel Weather Classifieds Apartments.com Nando Mail Feedback

Text Only | User Agreement | Privacy Policy

World: CBS television: Henry Kissinger, U.S. involved in 1970 Chilean plot

The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile (September 9, 2001 8:00 p.m. EDT) - Henry Kissinger and the United States were more deeply involved than was previously thought in a 1970 plot to prevent a left-wing politician from becoming the president of Chile, CBS television news reported Sunday.

The program "60 Minutes" quotes an independent researcher as saying the CIA sent a cable to its office in Chile instructing agents there to continue fomenting a military takeover. The cable came following a conversation with Kissinger, who at the time was President Nixon’s national security adviser and later became secretary of state.

According to researcher Peter Kornbluh, the order also came a day after Kissinger has said he cut off any attempt to undermine Chile’s democratic government.

The plot did not prevent the Marxist Salvador Allende, who had won a September 1970 presidential election, from taking office the next month. But the right-wing plotters killed Chilean Gen. Rene Schneider, described as an opponent of the Chilean military’s involvement in politics.

Three years later, Allende committed suicide while his palace was being bombed by the Chilean military, and Gen. Augusto Pinochet took over as the country’s military dictator.

Kissinger declined to appear on the "60 Minutes" program, CBS said. Kissinger’s office late Sunday returned a message from The Associated Press but was unable to reach him immediately for comment.

However, the program aired Kissinger’s testimony during a 1975 Senate investigation saying he ordered all contacts with the coup plotters to be cut off on Oct. 15, 1970.

Kornbluh told the program: "The very next day, the CIA sent a cable to the station in the Chilean capital of Santiago, based on its conversation with Kissinger, which is referred to in the very first line. This cable was absolutely explicit: It is the continuing policy of the U.S. government to foment a coup in Chile."

Kornbluh is a senior analyst at the National Security Archive, an independent research institute which works at getting secret U.S. documents declassified,

More Stories...

Israeli troops retaliate for attacks by Arab militants

Eight civilians killed in weekend air strikes, Iraq says

Afghan opposition leader injured in suicide bombing attack

48 killed in severe flooding in eastern India

U.N. certifies results of East Timor’s democratic elections

Russia open to changes in missile treaty, defense minister says

Zimbabwe struggling to find funding to maintain historic sites

Suspected case of mad-cow disease found research institute which works at getting secret U.S. documents declassified, according to CBS.

The 1975 Senate investigation had already determined Nixon had wanted to incite a military takeover, but Kissinger’s testimony indicated the United States had stopped any such attempt before Schneider’s slaying.

Kornbluh also said newly revealed documents show that the U.S. intelligence community believed a coup could not be carried out in Chile in 1970.

Edward Korry, then the U.S. ambassador to Chile, said on "60 Minutes" that he also advised Kissinger that a coup would fail and boomerang against Nixon just as the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba had put the United States in a bad light a decade earlier.

Korry said he had already ordered all contacts cut off with the coup plotters in the Chilean military, but CBS cited what it said were minutes of an Oct. 7 meeting of a covert action committee in which Kissinger allegedly said that Korry’s orders "should be rescinded forthwith."

Also appearing in the program was retired Col. Paul Wimert, a former military attache in Chile who CBS said was assigned the task of promoting a coup in Chile to block Allende.

Wimert told the program that he delivered weapons to the CIA to use in a plot to kidnap Schneider and send him to neighboring Argentina. The move was supposed to incite a military takeover of the government and prevent Allende from taking office, he said.

However, Schneider was shot during the kidnapping attempt on Oct. 22, 1970, and died two days later.

Schneider’s son, also named Rene, said on "60 Minutes" that his family is planning to file a suit against Kissinger in the United States.

On Sunday, police in Santiago used tear gas and water cannons to scatter demonstrators marking the 28th anniversary of the start of Pinochet’s dictatorship.

Police said some 7,000 people joined the march organized by human rights organizations, leftist groups and relatives of victims of repression during Pinochet’s 1973-90 rule.

There were no reports of injuries or arrests.

Discuss this story in our news forums:

Name: E-mail:

Comments are posted to a user forum, which can be accessed by other users. It is not a private communication. User agreement

7-Day Archive: Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Copyright © 2001 Nando Media Do you have some feedback for the Nando Times staff?

in Japan

Catholic girls reach Belfast school safely

Joint feasibility study planned of gas pipeline through North Korea

Typhoon Danas brings rain, tornado, mudslides to Japan

Hurricane Erin drenches Bermuda

EU foreign ministers OK multinational force in Macedonia

Alexander Lukashenko claims sweeping win in Belarus

Laisenia Qarase sworn in as Fiji’s new prime minister

Bhutanese pro-democracy leader killed in Nepal by unidentified assailants CBS television: Henry Kissinger, U.S. involved in 1970 Chilean plot

Kashmir blasts leave 5

Do you have some feedback for the Nando Times staff?

MAIN | Nation | World | Sports | SportServer | Politics | Business | Health&Science Entertainment | Opinions | Technology | Classifieds | Weather

soldiers dead

Queen Mother greeted by well-wishers in Scotland

Algerian mosque shooting leaves 10 dead

Asian nations urged to back WTO talks

Zimbabwe militants resume farm seizures

Australia navy intercepts more refugees aboard Indonesian vessel

Egypt ponders fate of historic Jewish tomb

China, Russia agree to examine feasibility of oil pipeline

Homemade aircraft drop into Lake Geneva for Flugtag

Kursk recovery effort close to completion

Brazil lawmakers say launch deal should be scrapped

Puerto Rico seeks protection for tree frogs in Hawaii