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By: Wentao Lu 

Ralph Vencil Skarda was born 22 May, 1940 and died in his provo home In January 13, 

2009. He was born in Covina, California, and studied in Covina high school. Then he 

completed a B.A. in Pamona College. In 1965, he finished PhD of number theory in 

Caltech. After graduating, he taught mathematic in BYU from 1965 to 2005. Without 

teaching mathematics, his hobbies are boating at Lake Powell, listening to classical 

music and lifting weights at the gym every day.   
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