COMPREHENSIVE STATE-WIDE TRANSFER AGREEMENT
(11/30/07 DRAFT)

PURPOSE: Seamless transition from public associate to public baccalaureate degree programs and

supporting the successful acquistion of baccalaureate degrees by transfer students.

A. TRANSFER — with an A.A. or A.S. degree

1.

General Principles:

An A.A.or A.S. degree from a New Jersey community college will be fully transferable as the
first two years of a baccalaureate degree program at New Jersey public four-year institutions.

Students transferringwith an A.A. degree into a B.A. program or an A.S. degree into a B.S.
program will have accepted for transfer exactly half of the credits required for the basic four-
year degree and will have exactly half of the-credits to complete at the four-year institution.
Such students will have Junior status upon enrollment at the four-year institution. [For
example, at William Paterson, where the basic four-year degree is 128 credits, the transfer
student’s A.A. or A.S. degree will transfer in exactly 64 credits, and the student will have
exactly 64 credits remaining to complete at William Paterson for the degree. At Montclair
State, where the basic four-year degree is 120 credits, the transfer student's A.A. or A.S.
degree will transfer in exactly 60 credits, and the student will have exactly 60 credits

remaining to complete at Montclair State for the degree.]

Such transfer students will be considered to have completed all lower division General
Education requirements.

Corollary Principles:

It is up to the four-year institution to identify for the student upon admission any requirements
in regard to the remaining half of the credits. [For example, where half of the degree program
is equal to 64 credits, the receiving institution might say that the student must complete 36
credits for the major, 6 credits in foreign languages, and 22 elective credits, but the total
requirements cannot be more than 64 credits or half of the total degree requirement.]
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The only reason a student would be required to take more than the standard half of credits for
the four-year degree is if entrance into a required course at the four-year institution requires a
prerequisite course which the student has not completed at the community college, and the
student cannot fit that prerequisite within the remaining credits to be taken at the four-year
institution. The four-year institutions will make such prerequisite informaion clear so that
students can take appropriate coursework at the community college.

Transfer students must meet the specific graduation requirements ofthe four-year institution
to which they seek to transfer (for example, foreign language proficiency). In most instances,
it is expected that, by careful planning, the transfer student will be able to meet these
requirements within their two years’ of study at the community college or within the
remaining two years’ of study at the senior institution. It is the responsbility of the senior
institutions to make sure that their specific graduation requirements are clearly announced in
catalogs and other relevant materials.

100 and 200 level courses at the community college that deal with the same subject matter as
100 and 200 level courses at the four-year institutions will be accepted as equivalent. [For
example, if Calculus II (a 200 level course) is a prerequisite for enrollment in Linear Algebra
(a 300 level course) at the four-year institution, and if the transfer student has taken Calculus
11 at the community college, they will be able to enroll in Linear Algebra at the four-year
institution, no questions asked. |

By definition, 300- and 400-level courses at four-year institutions have no course equivalents
at the community colleges. For the purposes of this Agreement, a 300-level courseis one that
has a prerequisite of 200-level coursework or equivalent prerequisite, such as a placement
exam.

It is in transfer students' best interests that community college courses be well aligned with the
courses offered at the four-year institutions. This alignment is best accomplished by faculty-
to-faculty discussions across the institutions in all sectors. To insure that students can prepare
themselves well to succeedin baccalaureate coursework, course evaluations that now take
place as part of NJTransfer will continue, and the community colleges will advise their
students as to which courses will best prepare them for transfer. [For example, Calculus 11,
whether taught at a four-year institution or a community college, should generally address
Riemann integral applications, transcendental functions, techniques of integration, improper
integrals, L'Hospital's rule, and infinite series.]

For five-year programs or other specialized programs where the degree requires more than the
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standard four-year credit requirement, the transfer student will be required to complete all
credits in excess of the 60/64 credits transferredto the institution at the four-year institution,
in exactly the same manner as native students. [For example, for a student transferring to
Montclair State into the B.S. program in Physical Education with dual teacher certification in
Physical Education and Health, the credit distribution would be 60 credits at the community
college and 84 credits at Montclair State to reach the required program total of 144 credits.
For a student transferring to Rowan into a Chemical Engineering program the credit
distribution would be 60 credits at the community college and 72 credits at Rowan to reach
the required program total of 132 credits. As noted in corollary principle 2. above, students
who have not completed required prerequisite courses as part of their community college
program might have to take additional credits. ]

8. Where program requirements are closely defined by accreditingorganizations, regular
communication and consultation shall occur between program faculty at the two-year and
four-year institutions to facilitate effective and seamless transfer.

9. All decisions made with respectto the transfer process shall be based on the principle of
equivalence of expectations and requirements fornative and transfer students. [For example,
if a ‘D’ grade earned by a native student in a specific course is accepted for credit in a
specific program, then a ‘D’ grade earned by a transfer student in the same course would
also be accepted for credit in that program. If the ‘D’ grade is not accepted for native
students or for transfer students from other four-year institutions, then it will not be accepted
for transfer students from community colleges. Similarly, if a “4” is the minimum AP grade
accepted for course credit at a senior institution, then a “4” will be the minimum AP grade
accepted by that institution as transfer credit from a community college. |

10. Transfer students and community colleges are responsible for providing with their transfer
applications, through NJTransfer or some other mechanism, transcripts that clearly and
accurately designate the specific degree earned by the student, the major, and all courses and
course levels and grades attained by the student. All institutions participating in this
Agreement are expected to keep course descriptions, prerequisites,and course equivalencies
current.

B. TRANSFER — without an A.A. or A.S. degree
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General Principle: Credits taken at a NJ community college that are applicable to an A.A. or

A.S. degree program, up to a maximum of 60-64 credits, shall be transferable to a NJ four-year
institution toward a baccalaureate degree program.

Corollary Principles:

1. The admitting senior institution shall designate which of the transfer credits shall be
applied to general education requirements, major requirements, graduation requirements, or
electives.

2. Once the designation specified in 1.above has occurred, the transfer student will be required
to take as many credits as are necessary to complete the general education, major,
graduation, and elective requirements remaining and applicable to the particular program of
the particular senior institution. The number of remaining credits is,in most instances,
likely to exceed 60-64 credits depending on the number of credits eligible for transfer and
the applicability of those credits to the particularprogram the student seeks to enter.

3. For students who submit fully completed applications and associated feesby the senior
institution’s established admissions deadline, the senior institution shall notify the student,
within thirty days of admission, as to the acceptance and designation of transfer credits and
as to the remaining credits required for graduation in aspecific baccalaureate degree

program.

4. Corollary principles A. 3. through A. 10 above shall apply.

C. ADMISSION

General Principles:

1. Admission to a four-year college or university will depend, as do all admissions, on the
four-year institution’s assessment of the overall strength of the student’s academic record
and the availability of places in the receivinginstitution. Senior institutions are not expected
to exceed their enrollment goals to accommodate transfer students. Admissions decisions
are not appealable through the Appeal Process set forth in this Agreement.

2. Applicants for transfer from a New Jersey community college shall be given priority

consideration for admission over an equally qualified transfer applicant who is not a resident
of New Jersey.
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3. A transfer student’s admission into a particular major will be subject to the specific

requirements foradmission to that major, consistent with such requirements for native

students. (See also A. 1. above.)

D. GENERAL EDUCATION

General Principle: The community colleges shall require for transfer students a general

education programthat conforms to parametersthat are summarized below:

General Education Goal(s) Course Categories AA AS
addressed (Goal Categories) credits credits
1 Communication (Written and Oral Com.) 9 6
Mathematics — Science — Technology 12 9
2 Mathematics 3-8 cr. (Quant. Knlg. & Skills)
3 Science 3-8 cr. (Sci. Knlg. & Rsng.)
4 Technological Competency or
Information Literacy 0-4 cr.
5 9 | Social Science (Society and Human Behavior) 6 3
6 9 | Humanities (Humanistic Perspective) 9 3
7 9 | History (Historical Perspective) 6
8 | 9 | Diversity courses (Global & Cult. Awns.) 3
Unassigned general education credit 6
General education foundation total 45 30
Gen. Ed. Foundation NIJCC Course Criteria: Below are brief descriptions of the course criteria for satisfying the
Course Categories Goal Categories™ requirements. For fuller description see the NJCC GE Course Criteria (August 15, 2007).
1 1 An array of courses which prepare students to speak, read, and write effectively. At least two of
Communication Written and Oral these must be composition courses for A.A. and A.S. degrees. At least one of these must be a
Communication composition course for specialized degree programs and certificates.
2 2 Any college level mathematics course including statistics, algebra, or calculus course(s).
Mathematics Quantitative Knowledge These courses should build upon a demonstrated proficiency in basic algebra.
and Skills
3 3 Any course(s) in the biological or physical sciences — or non-majors survey course. At least one of
Science Scientific Knowledge and | these courses must have a laboratory component.
Reasoning
4 4 Any course that emphasizes common computer technology skills (e.g. computer science,
Technology Technological information technology) that helps students to access, process, and present information. This
Competency or component is not required for students who can demonstrate competency.
Information Literacy
5 5 Any introductory course(s) from among anthropology, economics, geography, political science,
Social Science Society and Human psychology, or sociology.
Behavior
6 6 Any broad-based course(s) in the appreciation of art, music, or theater; literature; foreign language;
Humanities Humanistic Perspective history; philosophy and/or religious studies.
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7 7 Any broad-based course(s) or sequence of courses in World, Western, non-Western, or American
History Historical Perspective History.
8 8 Any course whose primary purpose is to expose students to a multicultural society or people
Diversity courses Global and Cultural possibly within the context of non-introductory study of a foreign language. If this goal is integrated
Awareness into one or more general education course(s), the three credits may be moved from this category to
another general education category.
9 This ethical reasoning and action goal may be infused in any of the above categories. These courses
Ethical Reasoning and should include the ethical implications of issues and situations.
Action

Note: This document should be used in conjunction with the NJCC GE Learning Goals & Suggested Individual College-wide Learning Obj. (8- 15-2007).

Programs Allocation Notes: The credit allocation below is consistent with the 1997 NJCC Gen. Ed. Foundation grid.
AA The Associate in Arts (AA) program requires 45 semester credits hours of general education coursework from among the indicated
categories. A
The Associate in Science (AS) program requires a minimum of 30 semester credits hours from among the indicated categories, with
AS minimum distributions as shown. Beyond these minimums, any 30 credit subset of the AA program credit distribution will be

accepted. General education coursework in excess of the 24 credits listed should follow the AA distribution limits.

Special Provisions for Transfer of Mathematics Courses:

* For students transferring with an A.A. or an A.S. degree, General Education
mathematics courses that have a prerequisite of basic algebra shall be included among
the courses for which students pursuing non-mathematics-intensive programs are
awarded General Education transfer credit.

* In all other circumstances, the policies that apply to native students at the baccalaureate
institution shall be applicable to transfer students and shall determine whether a
baccalaureate institution does or not accept a specific mathematics course as meeting
general education, major, graduation, or elective requirements.

* Each participating institution must ensure that its students are fully advised of the impact
of their mathematics course selections in their planning for a major and for transferring
credits.

E. ASSESSMENT

1.

The Presidents’ Council and the Commission on Higher Education will exercise
responsibility for monitoring the effectiveness of the Agreement andits implementation.

The Commission on Higher Education shall annually collect such data fromall participating

institutions of higher education as will enable the Commission and the Presidents’ Council
to assess the effectivenessof the implementation of this Agreement in fostering aseamless
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transfer process and the academic success of transfer students at the seniorinstitutions. The
Commission shall share the data it collects with the Presidents’ Council.

3. The Presidents’ Council TransferCommittee will assume expanded responsibilities, as set
forth in 4. below, and shall include: 3 representatives from among the state colleges and
universities; 1 representativefrom Rutgers; 1 representative from NJIT; 2 representatives
from among the independent nstitutions; 7 representatives from among the community
colleges; 1 representative from the proprietary institutions; and one representative from the
Commission on Higher Education. Representatives shal be a president, a chief academic
officer or an associate chief academic officer, and must be from institutions that are
signatories to this Agreement or a related companion agreement. A majority of the
representatives from the four-year and from the two-year sectors shall be presidents.

4. Based on the data provided by the Commission on Higher Education, the Transfer
Committee will be responsible for:

a. In collaboration with the Commission, assessing the effectivenessof the implementation
of the Agreement, in particular: (a) the rates of achievement of baccalaureate degrees by
transfer students, and (b) the actual implementation of the terms of the Agreementby
participating institutions;

b. In collaboration with the Commission, recommending to the Presidents’ Council any
modifications to the Agreement or related procedures;

c. Hearing appeals from institutions on behalf of students, as described in the Appeals
procedure set forth in Section Fbelow.

d. Impaneling ad hoc sub-committees, if and when necessary, to research and make
recommendations in regard to specific issues related to transfer.

5. Each institution participating in the Agreement shall appoint and identify a specific
individual responsible for overseeing that inditution’s implementation of the Agreement.

F. APPEAL PROCESS

Step 1: Each baccalaureateinstitution shall have a procedure through which atransfer student
can appeal a decision that he/she believes is not consistent with this Agreement. The procedure
shall be published in the institution’s catalog, student handbook, and website. A student who
wishes to appeal a decision must first file that appeal with the baccalaureate institution through
that procedure. Such appeal must be submitted by the student within 30 days of receiving the
decision in question. The relevant community college will be informed of the nature of the
appeal and the decision by the baccalaureate institution.
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Step 2: If the community college believes the decision of the baccalaureate institution was not
consistent with this Agreement, the community college shall consut with the baccalaureate
institution and seek to achieve resolution of the matter.

Step 3: If the community college cannot achieve resolution of the matter with the baccalaureate
institution, the community college or the student may appeal thematter to the Transfer
Committee of the Presidents’ Council. The Transfer Committee shall receive relevant
documentation and opinions from the studert, from the baccalaureate institution and from the
community college, and, if so requested, the student and representatives of those institutions
shall be granted an opportunity to meet with the Committee. The Transfer Committee shall
make a recommendation in the matter which, if accepted by the student or the baccalaureate
institution, shall then bring closure to the matter. If the recommendation of the Transfer
Committee is not accepted by the student or the baccalaureateinstitution, then the student or the
baccalaureate institution may choose to bring the matter for final determination to the Executive
Committee of the Presidents’ Council or the full Council, whichever would be most expeditious.

Individual institutions, the Transfer Committee, and the Presidents’ Council shall process
appeals within reasonable time parameters that do not prejudice a student’s academic progress.

G. IMPLEMENTATION DATE AND APPLICABILITY

This Agreement will take effect for fall term 2008 and wil be applicable only to all transfer
students entering the senior institution for the first time in Fall 2008 or thereafter and who have
earned an A.A. or an A.S. degree from a New Jersey community college in January 2005 or
thereafter or who have not earned a degree but seek to transfer credits earned at a New Jersey
community college in 2003 or thereafter. Further, the Agreementapplies only to students from
institutions that conform to the provisions of this Agreement.
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